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scence-complexes of the individual past; above all the
parent-complex, which is identical with the childhood-
complex in general, Through devotion, i.e. through the
sinking of the libido into the unconscious, the childhood-
complex is reactivated, whereby the reminiscences of
childhood, especially the relations to the parents, are again
infused with life. From the phantasies proceeding out
of this reactivation there dawns the birth of the Father
and Mother divinities, and there awakens the religious
child-like relations to God with the corresponding child-
like feeling. Characteristically, it is the symbols of the
parents that become conscious and by no means always
the images of the actual parents ; a fact which Freud
explains as the repression of the parent imago through
resistance to incest, I am of the same mind upon this
interpretation, and yet I believe it is not exhaustive, since
it overlooks the extraordinary significance of this symbolical
replacement. Symbolization, in the shape of the God-image
means an immense step forward from the concretism, the
sensuousness, of reminiscence ; inasmuch as the regression
to the parent, through the acceptance of the " symbol" as
a real symbol, is straight-way transformed into a pro-
gression ; it would remain a regression if the so-called
symbol were to be finally interpreted merely as a sign of
the actual parents and were thus robbed of its independent
character1*
Humanity came to its gods through accepting the
reality of the symbol, i.e. it came to the reality of the idea^
which alone has made man lord of the earth. Devotion,
as Schiller correctly conceived it, is a regressive movement
of the libido towards the primordial, a diving down into
the source of first beginnings. Emerging as an image of
the commencing progressive movement there rises the
*• I have discussed this point at length in my book Psychology ojthe
Unconscious.

